LAMA RECOGNISES REVOLUTION

calculations. We went through them together,, and it
soon became obvious to me from his questions that
the good man knew nothing at all about electricity,
let alone the construction of a power works, and I
therefore endeavoured to make my replies sound as
technical as possible. The Minister did not understand
them, but he was visibly impressed, and I was im-
mediately commissioned to carry out the work.

Within a few months the power works was com-
pleted, partly with machinery already available at
Urga and partly with equipment imported from
abroad. To-day practically every house in Urga has
electric lighting. The Government provides the
external wiring free of charge and internal wiring
against payment of the actual labour costs involved in
carrying the wires from the street to the points in the
house.

During and after the construction of the power
works I received a number of other commissions.
Among others, I was awarded the contracts to build
Mongolia's first Parliament and theatre, in a com-
petition in which one of my rivals was a reputable
architect named Afanazich Sergeievich Kotov. The
Mongolian Government also commissioned me to
build a number of other public buildings and at one
time I was invited to lecture on Physics and Mechanics
at the University of Urga. In 1928 I was commis-
sioned to modernise the power works I had built,
but this work was not completed while I was in
Urga, as some important parts ordered from Europe
did not arrive until very much later.